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Due: August 10, 2022 

 

Welcome to your second year in the Haines City High School International 

Baccalaureate East program!  

 

Course Overview and Goals: In this class, you will be asked to read and 

analyze literature to prepare you for your exam at the end of your IB career. 

Throughout the course of the year, we will be studying British literature and texts 

from cultures that have been affected by Britain's imperial reign. This class is 

meant to promote academic rigor, academic integrity, and international-

mindedness. 
 

Requirements for the first week of school:  

1. a 2-inch, 3 ringed binder 

2. Dividers labeled with the following tabs (7 tabs total) : 

● Syllabus and Reference Material 

● Writing Paper (please have this stocked with lined paper) 

● Essays and Writing Workshops  

● Topic 1: Culture and Imperialism- A Passage to India by E.M Forster 

● Topic 2: Perception, Identity, and Transformation- 1984 by George Orwell 

● Topic 3: Communication and Conflict- Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

● Topic 4: Representation and Gender Criticism -Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

3. Lined writing paper (Please put this in the appropriate tab in your binder) 

4. Pens (I prefer work done in pen over pencil)  

5. Highlighters and Sticky notes for annotating 

 

Summer Assignment (75 points): A thought to consider, most assignments in the first 

quarter are about 20-30-45 points. This summer assignment will be the heaviest weighing grade in the 
grade book until your final projects at the end of the quarter. To ensure you are engaged during the 
summer, I am asking you to read Great Expectations by Charles Dickens and annotate for the following:  

● Questions/Comments you may have while reading 
● Personal connections you make to the text or to the character 

● Cultural influences you find within the text 

● Any relatable connection to today’s time period  

● Intentional use of literary devices to enhance the theme of the text 

● Quotes that may highlight the theme of the text 

● Areas of Exploration within the text: Reader to Writer relationship; Time and Space 

relationship; Intertextuality 

● Highlight any parts of the text and note any connections to the following concepts (which 

we will be looking for in all of the literature we read throughout the year):  

○ Identity   ⥁Perspective   ⟲Communications 
○ Culture   ⥁Transformation 
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○ Creativity               ⥁Representation 

 

Requirements: Annotating does not mean just highlighting quotes, I expect that for every 

piece of textual evidence you highlight there should be an explanation attached to it explaining 

one of the bullet points provided above. This means you are meant to think deeply and reflect on 

any of the above topics listed for you. Do not read simply to complete the assignment, read to 

analyze Charles Dickens’ intention for you and his intended audience.  

● Each annotation MUST be no less than 50 words. 

● Please type your annotations on a document and have them printed to turn in by the 1st 

day of school. 

● Please have a minimum of 25 annotations prepared, notice it is a minimum 

because I know you are able to find more than 25 concepts in the texts to potentially 

expand upon. 

● No, your text evidence will not count toward the 50 word requirement!  

● Please make sure you correctly cite using an MLA formatted parenthetical citation noting 

the author and the page the text evidence is located on, for example (Dickens 68).  

 

Sample annotation: “The two youngest of the family, Catherine and Lydia, were 
particularly frequent in these attentions; their minds were more vacant than their sisters’, and 
when nothing better offered, a walk to Meryton was necessary to amuse their morning hours 
and furnish conversation for the evening; and however bare of news the country in general 
might be, they always contrived to learn some from their aunt” (Austen 23). 
This excerpt seems reminiscent of the novel “The Catcher in the Rye” by Jerome David Saliner 
and its criticisms of phoniness, hypocrisy, and meaninglessness in life. This beautifully 
harmonizes with Austen’s feminist/gender criticisms of how women during her time period 
were viewed as inferior when compared to men, and therefore had less rights and freedoms. As a 
result, societal norms pressured women into focusing on very limited and phony aspects of their 
lives (such as marriage and adulthood) while also discouraging women from pursuing certain 
ambitions such as a higher education, certain careers, unique abilities/talents, etc.Austen could 
be criticizing how social/gender norms during her time period practically forced women into 
adopting this phony way of life. 
 

 

PDF/Physical novels: Throughout the school year, the IB program will be providing you 

with your own physical copy of each novel we will be reading in class, however for this summer 

assignment, please use the following link (If you desire a physical copy, and are certain 

that you will be returning to the IB program next school year, feel free to see me 

before the end of the school year, I do still want your annotation/explanations 

typed, but you can feel free to annotate your physical copy): 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1400/1400-h/1400-h.htm 

 

 This will be your first graded assignment of the year and worth 75 points. There are a total of 59 

chapters in the novel. In order to pace yourself, I suggest you read through Chapter 20 by June 

30th and through the end of the novel by July 31st.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gutenberg.org%2Ffiles%2F1400%2F1400-h%2F1400-h.htm&data=04%7C01%7Cnicole.grassel-torres%40polk-fl.net%7C202d54529e7948a2e35308da13ff6aa1%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C637844284966151611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PHmkia%2BX5pk1PnD6OECvwP1G9A3BzbWuFadWEEJHe08%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gutenberg.org%2Ffiles%2F1400%2F1400-h%2F1400-h.htm&data=04%7C01%7Cnicole.grassel-torres%40polk-fl.net%7C202d54529e7948a2e35308da13ff6aa1%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C637844284966151611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PHmkia%2BX5pk1PnD6OECvwP1G9A3BzbWuFadWEEJHe08%3D&reserved=0
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My Great Expectations for you: Throughout the course of the year, we will be 

studying British literature and texts from cultures that have been under Britain's imperial reign. 

As we read British literature, I will be asking you to analyze the following areas of exploration: 

the relationship between readers, writers, and texts; the relationship between the time and 

space in which the text was written and when it is being read; Intertextuality and the connection 

between different texts. Great Expectations will be used as an introduction to British Literature 

and an introduction to analyzing a text for the depth of those ideas.  

 

When you return to school, you will be expected to complete the following tasks based on your 

reading of Great Expectations (disclaimer: you may have a substitute for the first week or two of 

school because I may be on maternity leave, THIS DOES NOT EXCUSE YOU FROM THE 

FOLLOWING):  

● Turn in the Summer Assignment on the first day of school (I will ask the sub to sign 

and date when they receive assignments and they will be instructed to not 

accept any summer assignments after day one) 

● Complete a pop quiz about Great Expectations (all questions will require your written 

responses in which I expect you to be able to cite evidence from the text, there will be no 

multiple choice) 

● Take a pop quiz on literary devices, attached is a link of literary devices which I expect 

you to look over and be able to identify when you are annotating Great Expectations 

● In groups you will be assigned a character from Great Expectations and expected to 

complete a character analysis poster that we will use when we conduct our first 

presentations in class when I return 

● We will conduct a Socratic Seminar on Great Expectations when I return 

● You will be expected to have your binder ready and with the proper set up. I will be 

checking them when I return to school.  

 

Plagiarism: In order to ensure that your work is your own, and in keeping with the 

IB’s strict academic honesty policy, assignments will be cross-referenced with online 

sources and book sources as well as previous student assignments. Students that 

plagiarize will receive a ZERO/F for the plagiarized assignment, receive parent contact,  

and will be investigated by the honor council. I do expect you to uphold the IB learner 

characteristics, one of which is integrity.  

 

If you need any help or have questions over the summer, you may email me at:  

nicole.grassel-torres@polk-fl.net  and I will reply as soon as possible.  

 

 

mailto:nicole.grassel-torres@polk-fl.net


2022 Summer Assignment  

IB English 2  

Mrs. Grassel-Torres 

Due: August 10, 2022 

 

 

Background on Charles Dickens and Great Expectations:  
Born in Portsmouth, England, Dickens left school at the age of 12 to work in a boot-blacking 

factory when his father was incarcerated in a debtors' prison. After three years he returned to 

school, before he began his literary career as a journalist. Dickens edited a weekly journal for 20 

years, wrote 15 novels, five novellas, hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles, and 

campaigned vigorously for children's rights, for education, and for other social reforms. 

 

Great Expectations is the thirteenth novel by Charles Dickens and it is a bildungsroman which 

depicts the education of an orphan nicknamed Pip. The novel was first published as a serial in 

Dickens's weekly periodical and later published as a novel in three volumes. 

The novel is set in Kent and London in the early to mid-19th century. Great Expectations is full 

of extreme imagery – poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights to the death. Important 

characters include the eccentric Miss Havisham, the beautiful but cold Estella, and Joe, the 

unsophisticated and kind blacksmith. Dickens's themes include wealth and poverty, love and 

rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil.  

 

Attached is a copy of Literary Terms Sheet (MUST BE PRESENT in your 

Syllabus/Reference Material tab of your binder.) 

  

 

I look forward to meeting and teaching you all,  

 

Mrs. G  

 
 

 


